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Tax burden in Switzerland  
INTER-CANTONAL COMPARISON 

 
 

I. Taxation of net income of an operating corporation 
 (annual net income CHF – 500,000; registered capital – CHF 100,000) 

 

Canton* Capital City Amount of tax, CHF (2008) 

  Canton & 
Municipality 

Confederation 
(8.5% flat) 

Total % of net 
income 

Basel-Stadt Basel 123,025 42,500 165,525 33.1 

Bern Bern 88,457 42,500 130,957 26.2 

Geneva Geneva 88,612 42,500 131,112 26.2 

Jura Delémont 108,499 42,500 150,999 30.2 

Luzern Luzern 70,350 42,500 112,850 22.6 

Neuchâtel Neuchâtel 100,500 42,500 143,000 28.6 

Ticino Bellinzona 92,560 42,500 135,060 27.0 

Vaud Lausanne 75,500 42,500 118,000 23.6 

Zug Zug 48,904 42,500 91,404 18.3 

Zurich Zurich  91,984 42,500 134,484 26.9 
 
 

II. Effective individual tax rates on income for a married couple without children 
 (cantonal and municipal taxes combined) 

 

Canton* Capital City Gross employment income, CHF (2009) 

  100,000 200,000 300,000 500,000 1,000,000 

  Tax burden, CHF ** 

Basel-Stadt Basel 11,773 34,004 56,306 101,670 225,118 

Bern Bern 12,059 35,280 61,289 116,805 258,770 

Geneva Geneva 11,037 36,849 65,334 125,698 283,993 

Jura Delémont 13,731 38,875 68,597 128,239 285,591 

Luzern Luzern 9,509 27,267 46,895 87,011 180,014 

Neuchâtel Neuchâtel 14,948 42,101 72,701 129,149 261,333 

Ticino Bellinzona 8,871 32,092 58,903 114,555 249,845 

Vaud Lausanne 13,995 37,741 66,243 129,698 281,850 

Zug Zug 4,983 16,426 29,840 51,956 107,033 

Zurich Zurich  8,692 27,035 49,533 102,448 237,623 
 
Confederation 
(direct federal tax)  

1,376 10,499 22,836 47,523 107,835 

 
* - the most popular cantons 
** - source: http://www.estv2.admin.ch/e/dienstleistungen/steuerrechner/steuerrechner.htm   


